Over the last decades, migraine, especially migraine with aura (MA), has been consistently associated with increased risk of ischemic stroke, particularly among young women [1] . Despite the strong epidemiologic evidence, the mechanisms explaining this association are not fully understood.
In particular, only few rigorously conducted studies have explored the hypothesis that the magnitude of such an association may vary according to the pathogenic subtype of stroke. The study by Artto et al. [2] published in this issue of Cerebrovascular Diseases is therefore an important addition. The authors provide further support for previous observations suggesting that migraine might be linked to ischemic stroke through a mechanism of spontaneous dissection of the cervical arteries (cervical artery dissection, CAD). In a single-center, hospital-based, casecontrol study they found a higher prevalence of migraine among CAD patients as compared to a control group, as well as an increased frequency of MA (as opposed to migraine without aura, MO), prodromal neck symptoms and vomiting. Furthermore, CAD patients showed a change in migraine activity after the event, with a marked reduction in the frequency of migraine attacks.
What are the implications of this study in regard to the debated relation between migraine and cerebral ischemia? Although the study has several strengths compared with previous ones, including a larger sample and an assessment of migraine characteristics and symptoms by a validated questionnaire, it also has some limitations. A subgroup of patients whose mechanism of cerebral ischemia was unrelated to a CAD is lacking. This raises the question of whether the observed association is really CAD specific or, rather, whether it is only one aspect of the complex migrainestroke pathway. The reported alleviation or even complete cessation of migraine symptoms after CAD is also an interesting finding with potential implications for elucidating how vascular injuries might influence migraine activity. However, little information
